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is a book that is almost impossible to describe, because the author is trying to

describe half a dozen books at once. There are three different narrative strands:
one imagines that the events in the text are taking place on a remote planet
somewhere between Earth and the rest of the galaxy; one watches a human

woman trying to become something more than human in a state of crisis; and
one follows a group of people who are trying to learn the worst thing there is to

learn. The first strand is short and action-packed, the second is a character study
that has by far the most emotional resonance, and the third is very slow, but

ultimately the best. The framing device, for want of a better phrase, is the phrase
“the year is 2788”. This is mentioned only once in the book, by a character who
spends the whole of the book being lied to by the reader, and who never has an

inkling about what is going on because he’s been repeatedly told it’s not going to
happen. The statement was first made in Hyperion, the first novel of the series; in

The Fall of Hyperion it was established as a thing that is true, even if no one
believed it was true. The implication is that no one ever will believe it’s true, but

for whatever reason, someone is determined to make it true. By the time we
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