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current study was designed to examine the links between behavioral depression
and an extensive set of family variables and family behavioral risk factors. A sample
of 100 families of adolescents (ages 13 to 17) completed the Behavior Assessment
System for Children-Parent Form and provided information regarding their
experiences in the home environment. Multivariate analyses revealed a robust
direct link between behavioral depression among mothers and fathers and a wide
variety of family variables and family behavioral risk factors, including mother and
father punishment, mother and father disciplinary inconsistency, and inconsistent
discipline. Behavioral depression among mothers and fathers was also linked to the
broader family environment, including high family conflict and low family cohesion.
The findings are discussed within an attachment theory framework and implications
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