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Deep Freeze. xml descargar deep
freeze 7.30.020 102 4Maryland has
established a new investigative unit
focused on prosecuting opioid
distributors, Attorney General Brian
Frosh announced Friday. Maryland
joins a growing number of states
Investigating pharmaceutical
companies for allegedly downplaying
the risks of opioid addiction and
pushing for more prescriptions of
addictive drugs. Frosh said earlier
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this month that he would expand the
state's Medicaid fraud and abuse
task force in order to investigate the
companies "who may be fueling and
profiting off the crisis.” "This unit is
an effort to bring the full force of the
state's legal resources in the fight
against the opioid epidemic and to
hold accountable those responsible
for these deaths," Frosh said. The
Investigators will focus on the three
companies that distribute the
majority of the state's opioids: Insys
Therapeutics, Janssen and Sanofi.
"These three companies are the top
producers of opioid pills in the
state," Frosh said Friday. "Their
conduct over the years has been a
failure to curb overprescribing of
their drugs, which has led to the
tragic and unnecessary death of
thousands of Marylanders."
Maryland's office of the state
medical director has long been
Investigating whether Insys, Janssen
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and Sanofi have been involved in
fraudulent or unethical conduct.
Earlier this month, the medical
director released a report saying the
three companies may have given
insurers false information about how
many prescriptions they were filling.
The report sparked a congressional
hearing last week. Frosh said Friday
that the new investigative unit,
which will operate out of the
attorney general's office, will only
work on cases involving the three
companies. "We don't have authority
over any other actors in the opioid
crisis," Frosh said. "These are the
institutions that have the power and
the resources that need to be
brought to bear." The recent actions
are part of a larger push to hold
pharmaceutical companies
accountable. Last year, Purdue
Pharma pleaded quilty to federal
charges and paid a record $600
million to resolve hundreds of

6/7



lawsuits. The company, based in
Stamford, Connecticut, admitted it
downplayed the addiction risks of its
opioid painkiller, OxyContin. Last
week, Massachusetts Attorney
General Maura Healey filed a lawsuit
against the nation's largest drug
distributor, McKesson Corp., for
allegedly misleading doctors about
the risks of prescribing the opioid
fentanyl and other drugs. McKesson
has offered the same explanation
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