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The original Death Wish film defined a
successful revenge movie genre. It was
clear right from the start that this was a

film about revenge as a form of catharsis.
The three films that followed pretty much
all played by the rules of the genre. In the
first, a man has been brain-washed into

becoming a mass murderer and he seeks
vengeance on the doctors and scientists

that made him that way. In the second, an
ordinary man seeks revenge after his

daughter is raped and murdered. The third
takes on this premise and adapts it to a

female character. In each of the films, the
revenge provided the vehicle to drive the
plot forward and drive the protagonist into

a more or less acceptable form of
resolution. Death Wish was a comedy, as

I’ve said before, and therefore, with a
comedy comes the standard approach to

depicting revenge, which is that the
protagonist usually doesn’t execute their

plan. They come upon the situation in
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