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Nations Security Council on Friday called on the international community to make sure the Middle East state of Qatar is able to host a 2022 World Cup. The council also called on countries to help end the conflict in Yemen which, the U.N. says, is the world's No. 1 humanitarian crisis. The council also expressed concern about "regional security and well-being in the wake of recent events, including the conflict in the Syrian Arab Republic, the
situation in the northern part of the Democratic Republic of the Congo, and the situation in the eastern part of the Democratic Republic of the Congo," particularly since the end of the war in Congo in 2004. Yemen, like the Congo, is plagued by violence and the United Nations estimates more than 10,000 people have been killed since the conflict broke out in 2015. More than 28 million are at risk of famine and 14.8 million people have fled their
homes. The Security Council statement said the conflict in Yemen "has entered a critical and possibly terminal phase." It added that attacks by the Saudi-led coalition "are intensifying." "Despite these challenges, the international community remains committed to the Gulf Cooperation Council initiative to bring an end to this conflict," the statement said. "We strongly appeal to all parties to do their utmost to safeguard the lives of civilians and allow
the delivery of humanitarian aid." GCC countries are Qatar, Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates and Bahrain. The statement did not mention Iran, the UAE's Persian Gulf rival, which has called for an end to the Saudi-led coalition. Earlier this month, U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres told the council that Qatar remains a crucial partner, noting that it host U.N. peacekeeping operations in Africa. He told them that the U.N. refugee agency,
UNHCR, is ready to open new offices in Qatar to help people displaced by the war. The conflict 3¢33713323
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