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the island of Crete, in the
western part of the Rethymno

regional unit. The population of
the town is about 750 and the
mayor is Spyros Sefkopoulos.
During the European migrant

crisis in 2015, the local
fishermen attempted to block
people from fleeing from Italy
and from northern Africa to the
island of Crete. The mayor of
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the town was accused of
collusion and released on bail.
After the crisis the harbor area
of Mytilena was closed and its
facilities nationalized by the
Greek authorities; the locals

did not agree to the closure and
began a sit-in protest to

challenge it. The situation was
resolved and the harbor area

was reopened to the public on
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December 6, 2015. Name In
Greek the name is Μύτιληνα,
from Greek μύτης meaning

hedgehog and άνα, anata
meaning "she" or "her". The
Turkish version Mutliyena is

mostly used in the area.
Location and facilities The

town is located approximately
3 km southwest of Rethymno

and has an approx. sea depth of
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20 meters. It was originally a
small village in the center of
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