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electrical conduction in heart transplant recipients. Patients receiving cyclosporin-A
after heart transplantation have prolonged Q-T interval on the electrocardiogram.
Abnormal cardiac conductivity on an electrophysiologic study would provide further
proof of efficacy of these drug therapies. This study was designed to evaluate the
effects of cyclosporin-A on the electrophysiologic properties of the transplanted
heart. Seventy-one patients were evaluated for heart transplantation. Eleven patients
received heart transplants and cyclosporin-A monotherapy. Twelve patients received
heart transplants and cyclosporin-A with prednisone. Twelve patients received heart
transplants and azathioprine with prednisone. Twenty-three patients received heart
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transplants and cyclosporin-A with azathioprine and prednisone. All
electrophysiologic studies were performed at least 2 weeks after transplantation. The
Q-T interval of heart transplant recipients was greater than or equal to 500 ms (means
612 +/- 24 ms; range 500-720 ms) in contrast to a Q-T interval of less than or equal to
300 ms (means 307 +/- 13 ms; range 230-340 ms) in normal subjects. We observed
that cyclosporin-A resulted in prolongation of the Q-T interval on the standard
12-lead electrocardiogram (Q-T interval increases from 500 +/- 24 ms to 612 +/- 24
ms). The Q-T interval less than or equal to 300 ms after heart transplantation is seen
only in patients receiving cyclosporin-A monotherapy. This suggests that cyclosporin-
A may be responsible for the ECG changes observed in transplanted patients.Tumor
necrosis factor-alpha gene promoter polymorphism and rheumatoid arthritis in an
Iranian population: an investigation by the polymerase chain reaction-restriction
fragment length polymorphism method. A polymorphism in the proximal promoter of
the tumor necrosis factor-alpha (TNF-alpha) gene has been associated with
susceptibility to a variety of diseases. We examined the relationship of the -308TNF-
alpha gene polymorphism with rheumatoid arthritis (RA) in an Iranian population.
DNA samples from 81 RA patients and 62 healthy subjects were tested 570a42141b
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