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platform Autodesk Mudbox.A porcupine can be a real handful for
gardeners. But for Ottawa author Olivia Quinn, she has not just been

made to suffer but to experience the life of a creature. "It’s like a
video game," says the novelist and poet, who has come up with a way
to help native plants. Olivia Quinn is the author of Domestic Manners

of the Americans and The English, A History, and a novel in
progress, The Beginner’s Guide to Me. (Jonathan Galloway/CBC)
"You know how if you’re on a video game and you have to do an

impossible task, like jump over a guy, and you just can’t do it, you
have to use your skill to get around the guy and then jump over him,
and so I’m in this situation. I have to get through this situation." She’s
talking about the porcupine, a creature that is notoriously hard to get
past, especially for bird lovers. "It was the perfect time to try to get

one," she said, when she learned that a family had put a porcupine in
their garden last year, and had no idea how to deal with it. Quinn set
about hunting down a porcupine in her garden, along with the help of
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a local hunter who would tag it for her. "I actually caught a
porcupine, just in time to take it back and get it put in my garden. I

have a zoo. I have a menager
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