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was a distinguished Canadian chemist and emeritus professor at the University of British
Columbia. Early life Born Ming Chou Yin in China in 1936, he immigrated to British Columbia
with his family, graduating from the University of British Columbia with a bachelor's degree in
chemistry, in 1959, followed by a master's degree in chemistry and a doctorate in chemistry from
the University of British Columbia. Education In 1960 he obtained a fellowship from the A.W.
Mellon Foundation and in the years 1961-63 he worked as a post-doctoral researcher at the
University of California in Berkeley. From 1963 to 1966 he worked at the Institute of Chemical
Analysis of the San Francisco State University. Career From 1966 to 1980 he worked at the
University of British Columbia as a senior scientist and then a senior research scientist. From 1980
to 1993 he was the first associate dean of the faculty of natural sciences and a full professor. From
1996 until his retirement in 2002 he was the founding dean of the faculty of science. In 2008 he
was appointed Emeritus Professor of the University of British Columbia. Honours and awards In
1980 he was awarded the M.F. VanderZanden Medal and Prize of the Royal Society of Chemistry,
London for the most outstanding contribution to the development of organic chemistry. In 1989 he
was made Chevalier de la Légion d'honneur by the government of France. In 2000 he received the
ACS Award in Pure Chemistry for his exceptional lifetime contribution to the advancement of
chemistry. In 2002 he was made an Honorary Fellow of the Institute of Chemical Analysis in
London. In 2002 he was elected a member of the Royal Society of Canada. In 2013 he was
awarded the Prince Philip Medal for Lifetime Achievement in Chemical Research by the
American Chemical Society. In 2014 he was made an honorary fellow of the University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill for his outstanding contributions to the advancement of chemical science
in the U.S. In 1980 he was awarded the Royal Society of Chemistry Medal of Honour. References
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