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Category:Behavioral neuroscience Category:MemorySome call it the Toronto Raptors’ time of need. The Raptors’ fortunes have been largely up and down over the last few years, with just two playoff appearances since moving from the Eastern Conference to the Atlantic Division. Now, as they open their playoff series against the Washington Wizards, they enter the fourth game of this
best-of-seven series with the perfect opportunity to erase the memory of Game 5 at home, which ended with a demoralizing 97-81 blowout loss to the Wizards. This is a matchup Toronto should be looking forward to, but it also comes with an added sense of urgency. The home team has a commanding 3-2 series lead, but if they lose on Tuesday, it’s all the Wizards, who swept the Raptors
in last season’s first-round series and have proven themselves to be a team with a quick and effective offense. If the Raptors do manage to bounce back and win Game 6, it will be a close game and the Wizards could have the services of John Wall, who missed the first four games with a sprained ankle. But as the Raptors showed in Game 5, the Wizards can use their speed and quick-strike
offense to torment their opponents. If they’re able to slow it down, Toronto can counter with their firepower. Raptors coach Nick Nurse has been emphatic about his players being in a situation where they have to take responsibility. And that’s what the Raptors have done in this series. While they’ve played a good, steady brand of basketball, they’ve not had a single outstanding player.
They’re not built around star power, but rather a group of smart players who can complement each other well. If they can use their complementary skills to chip away at the Wizards’ defense, they can take advantage of their home-court advantage. That’s what the Raptors did against the Indiana Pacers in the first round. And although the Wizards are a very good offensive team, their
defense is shaky at best, which could work in the Raptors’ favour. Offence is key The Raptors should look to attack the rim with the game on the line. They struggled in that area in Game 5, but things are likely to change in Game 6. There is no question that Fred VanVleet has been the offensive catalyst for the Raptors in this 2d92ce491b
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