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. . Newsmax reports that Trump administration officials are turning to the courts to force government scientists to comply with a Trump-era environmental
rule they say violates the Constitution’s Take Care Clause. As noted by Law&Crime, the issue stems from the Trump administration’s decision to roll back
an Obama-era rule that required the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to take climate change into account when regulating pollution. The new
rule would impose “categorical exclusions” for certain industries. Since this affects regulations on a wide range of industries, it could potentially permit
polluters to pollute as much as they want. U.S. EPA officials began turning to the courts to enforce this rule back in October, according to Politico. In an
October 2017 statement, U.S. EPA Acting Administrator Andrew Wheeler claimed that the agency’s scientists had analyzed the rule’s possible effects. He
declared that the rule would not harm “human health or welfare.” That was despite the fact that the Obama administration’s Environmental Protection
Agency had previously concluded that regulating air pollution from industries that emit pollutants like mercury would benefit health. But since the rule was
rolled back, Wheeler has declined to get involved. The agency has been quite vocal in its opposition to that rule. In October, Wheeler stated that the
regulation would cost industry “millions of jobs.” “For more than 30 years, federal agencies have been systematically weakening our economy. Today, they
are systematically weakening our environment,” he said at the time. “President Trump has been a voice for the forgotten men and women of our country.”
Since the rule was rolled back, industry groups have taken a keen interest in the law. They’ve raised money to try to force the EPA to enforce the rule, as
Newsmax reported. But the new lawsuit, as well as the threats to sue, could be more significant, since it’s the government going to the courts to force the
agency’s scientists to comply with this rule. Follow Andrew on Twitter Send tips to andrew@ dailycallernewsfoundation.org. Content created by The Daily
Caller News Foundation is available without charge to any eligible news publisher that can provide a large audience. For licensing opportunities of our
original content, please contact licensing@dailycallernews
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